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By DAMIR GOVORCIN

OME families who have been forced out of
their rental accommodation are living in
the family car, according to Vinnies.

The chief executive officer of the St Vincent de
Paul Society’s national council, Dr John Falzon,
said that low income households who were
forced to find their accommodation in the private
rental market were among the most vulnerable
groups in society.

“Half of the people seeking assistance from
homelessness services across Australia are com-
ing from the private rental market,” he said.

“Some of these families are paying between 30
and 50 per cent of their meagre household
incomes on rent.

“Where the market is failing ordinary
Australians it is the responsibility of govern-
ments to ensure that all people have access to
appropriate housing. This is a fundamenal
human right.”

He added. “The members of Vinnies are seeing
the effects of the long-term neglect in this area.

“We are seeing families being forced out of
their rental accommodation; sometimes taking
refuge.temporarily in their cars.”

Catholic Social Services Australia has called
on the Federal Government to provide a “mas-
sive injection of funds” to support affordable
housing.

Executive director Frank Quinlan said: “The
National Rental Affordability Scheme is part of
that, but there is a need for substantial invest-
‘ment in the long-term.

“In the short-term we need to look at providing
the relief people arc going to need in order to
meet their rental pavments or mortgage pay-
ments. and some of that is going to fall directltv to
the Government providing assistance through
increased pensions and benefits and other enti-
tlernents that people enjoy.”

Mr Quinlan was commenting on a report by
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