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Pope speaks to
the youth of the

By PAUL DOBBYN

SCHO OLS' in-  Brisbane

_archdiocese are coming under
“increasing pressure as they

deal with a student population
drawn from 26 of Queensland’s
40 most-disadvantaged areas,
according to a recent Brisbane
Catholic Education submission
to the Federal Government.
The submission, prepared in re-
sponse to the Government’s Green
Paper on homelessness Which
Way Home? A New Approach to
Homelessness, also notes that 14

Risi
students per thousand are living
“out of home” in Catholic primary
and secondary schools.

Brisbane archdiocese has more
than 60,000 students in 133
schools.

Brisbane priest and long-time
youth advocate Fr Wally Dethlefs,
who was invited by BCE to co-
ordinate the submission, said he
was hopeful that the Government,
when it releases its White Paper on
homelessness next month, would
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present a range of measures to help
at-risk students.

Fr Dethlefs worked alongside
34 BCE personnel — from guid-
ance officers to teachers and pas-
toral workers — who volunteered to
help prepare the submission to the
Government.

BCE executive director David
Hutton forwarded the Green
Paper submission document to the
Government’s homelessness task
force on June 23.
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poverty tests schools

Fr Dethlefs said statistics indi-
cating that a high percentage of
schools in Brisbane archdiocese
fell into the disadvantaged cat-
egory were contained in the 2007
report Dropping off the edge: the
distribution of disadvantage in
Australia.

The report, commissioned by
Jesuit Social Services and Catholic
Social Services Australia, was pre-
pared by Professor Tony Vinson
from the University of Sydney and

Terry Sullivan:
Seeking a new
chailenge

tabled in Federal Parliament in
February last year.

Queensland areas identified in
the report in the category of great-
est disadvantage included Hervey
Bay, Caboolture, Inala, Woodridge,
Kingston, Marsden, Loganlea
and Waterford West — all within
Brisbane archdiocese.

Fr Dethlefs, who works with
BCE as a project officer for dis-
advantaged children, said many
archdiocesean schools felt the im-
pacts of location in economically
disadvantaged areas in a number
of ways.
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Save the details of your life and funeral wishes
in “a little book to leave behind you”. Fill
it in. Tell the family where it is. Share the :

now. We'd like to send you one each with our

peace of mind of knowing it’s there. Call us

Please send me (__) free copies of your little book.
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Post coupon to: KM Smith Funeral Directors
53 Brookes Street, Bowen Hills. Qld 4006

(Queensland residents only please.)
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